
 

Nude protest against Brazil secret vote 
September 18 2013 at 09:03pm  
By SAPA  

Comment on this story 

 

 

AP 

Demonstrators from the Avaaz organization wear signs covered with slogans against secret voting outside 
Congress in Brasilia, Brazil. The posters read in Portuguese "We don't have anything to hide," "Here I'm 
exposing myself," "Why does the Senate hide?," "Open voting now," and "And you Senator?" Protesters are 
asking for congressional voting be opened to the public. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres) 

BRASïLIA - A small group of Brazilian youths got naked outside Congress Wednesday to 
demand an end to secret voting in the legislature.  

“Democracy is not conducted with secret votes, so we need an open vote,” said Michael 
Mohallem, one of the organizers of the protest by several dozen.  

“We have nothing to hide” or “I am here and I exposed myself” read some of the placards held by 
the protesters.  

In Brazil, it is not made public whether lawmakers have voted yes or no to a given bill.  

The nudity stunt came as the Senate's Constitution and Justice commission was to consider a 
bill on scrapping secret voting, particularly to remove lawmakers from office.  

The bill has already been approved by the House of Deputies.  

In a secret vote last month, the House of Deputies failed to secure the necessary votes to expel 
Natan Donadon, who began serving a 13-year jail term for corruption in June.  

This means that in effect Donadon, the first sitting congressman to be jailed in Brazil since the 
end of the military dictatorship in the mid-1980's, can continue legislating from his prison cell.  

“I think the public has the right to know how we, senators, the representatives of the people, 
vote,” said Senator Eduardo Suplicy, who joined the protesters.  

“I am in favor of the open vote,” he told the G1 news portal.  

Last June, Congress was one of the targets of the more than one million 
Brazilians who took to the streets nationwide to demand an end to endemic 
corruption 



 

Protesters of ‘illegal lockout’ of private firm 
observe Shaheed Diwas  
Laid off workers of Stumpp Schuele & Somappa Springs Pvt. Ltd., who have been protesting 
against what they call an “illegal lockout” since the beginning of March, observed ‘Shaheed 
Diwas’ in memory of martyrs Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev here on Sunday.  

Around 350 workers — both permanent and contract — have been demonstrating against 
their removal from the company, located on Hosur Road, saying the partial lockout was a 
reaction to the merger of their union into the Stumpp Schuele & Somappa Springs Pvt. Ltd. 
Permanent/Contract Employees’ Association in July 2013.  

N. Ravikumar, general secretary of the association, said four contract workers were laid off 
on March 1. “So we protested against it on that day. But we did not strike work. On March 6, 
they announced a partial lockout. But employees who are engineers and grades above that are 
still working. Moreover, they have hired labourers on contract basis or as casual trainees from 
other States. The workers who were laid off are machine operators and have been working for 
decades,” he said.  

Workers and office-bearers from labour unions of permanent and contract workers from 
various industrial establishments and factories, including Bangalore Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board Workers’ Union, Mico-Bosch Workers Union, Gandhinagar Street Vendors 
Union, BHEL Contract Employees’ Union, Larson & Toubro Contract Workers’ Union, HAL 
Contract Workers’ Union, Bangalore Turf Club Workers’ Union, Bruhat Bangalore 
Mahanagara Palike Contract Pourakarmikas Union, and LaFarge Workers’ Union took part in 
the protest on Sunday.  

S. Balan, State president of the All India Central Council of Trade Unions (AICCTU), said 
the situation faced by contract workers in the plant was similar to that being faced by their 
counterparts in all of Bangalore and questioned why people with the same qualification doing 
the same work on the same machine were made to work as engineer, permanent worker, 
contract worker, casual worker or trainee.  

Mr. Ravikumar added that a meeting has been scheduled on Monday with Labour 
Department officials.  

Keywords: Stumpp Schuele & Somappa Springs Pvt. Ltd, Shaheed Diwas, All India Central 
Council of Trade Unions, BBMP Contract Pourakarmikas Union 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/protesters-of-illegal-lockout-of-private-
firm-observe-shaheed-diwas/article5822958.ece?homepage=true 

********* 
Who says there is NO CLASS WAR!  
‘Worker Shot for Peeping in’  

March 18, 2014 



Rajkumar, a 35 year old contract 
labourer working in the mines of Neyveli Lignite Corporation (NLC), a public 
sector enterprise which operates open-pit lignite mine in Neyveli (Tamil Nadu), 
was shot dead on Monday (March 17,2014) by Central Industrial Security Force 
personnel. Following this incident huge protest broke out in Neyveli. 

Rajkumar was working in mine I of NLC and he went to meet his friend who were 
working in Mine II. The security personnel did not allow him inside citing that he 
did not have the required permissions. Arguments broke out between the two and 
the security personnel put a bullet on Rajkumar’s head and opened 3 rounds of 
fire. His skull shattered and death was instantaneous. He is survived by his wife 
and 3 children. 

If CSIF constable actually perceived him as a threat to security, he could have 
easily overpowered him using non-lethal methods. What was the necessity to shoot 
someone in the head when no life threatening physical confrontation was involved? 
If this is what an ordinary citizen is made to go through in a state with supposedly 
no draconian laws, one can only imagine what is the situation in states where laws 
like AFSPA are in place. 

The workers who had come for the second shift to work in the mine were witness 
to the whole incident. The workers who witnessed the incident say that the CSIF 
constable did not even understand what Rajkumar was trying to say as he did not 
know the language and he opened fire within five minutes of the conversation. The 
workers who came for the second shift protested against the CSIF personnel in 
front of the Mine II gate. 

Stones were thrown by both sides following which the protesters were lathi 
charged and tear gases were used to disperse the crowd. The enraged CSIF 
personnel damaged the vehicles belonging to the workers. 

The protesters and the family of Rajkumar also launched a dharna and refused to 
give away the body before any action was taken. Removal of CSIF from the NLC 
campus was also another demand of the protesters. But the police have forcefully 
removed the body from the premise. The CSIF personnel was later arrested and 
produced before the local magistrate. 

Many workers including trade union leaders were injured in during the protest and 
they were admitted in the NLC general hospital. Leaders of many political parties 
have condemned this incident. Joint Action Council of all the Trade unions that 
represent the permanent and contract wokers have gone on a token strike on 
Tuesday. 

We demand: 



1. Monetary Compensation to the Family of Rajkumar. 
2. Guarantee a permanent job to one of the member of RajKumar’s family. 
3. Abolition of contract system in NLC. 
4. Compensation to those workers whose vehicles were damaged. 
5. Strict regulation on use of lethal weapons by the CSIF in the premises. 
6. Allocate guards who can understand the language of the locals. 
7. Speedy and open investigation of the whole incident, and alleged similar 
incidents in the past involving the unions. 

It is imperative on the leadership of the Unions to have an industry/trade wide 
unions on a town, City, state and national basis strictly run on grass roots 
democracy, which will be enormously effective in fighting for better wages and 
conditions from the current fractured unions under the control of political parties, 
NGO’s etc. 

Arun Kaliraja 

Bangalore 

http://socialism.in/index.php/who-says-there-is-no-class-war-worker-shot-for-
peeping-in/ 

 

Pradeep Laminators Strike Update  

March 17, 2014 

Solidarity and Support urgently needed! 

With the strike of the Pradeep Laminator workers (Pune) entering the 80th day, 
the negotiations with the management has once again failed. One of the senior left 
labour activist and lawyer – Vaishali Sareen has started an indefinte fast on 14th 
March in support of workers demands. 

The New Socialist Alternative (Pune) have been part of the workers agitation 
from the very beginning and are in complete solidarity with the protest (Read: 
Solidarity with the fighting workers of Pradeep Laminators in Pune). We have also 
been trying gain solidarity support from workers from other industries in the area 
and recently held a bike rally across the Chakan industrial belt in Pune. We also 
celebrated the International Women’s Day alongside Pradeep Laminator workers 
recently. 

We are appealing once again to send solidarity messages to Pradeep Laminators 
Workers. You can do this by emailing them - 
pradeeplaminators@pradeeplaminators.com. Copies of the letter to be sent to 
sareenv@yahoo.co.in, youvraj@gmail.com and nandkishormodi19@gmail.com. 
Please come to the aid of these workers and help stop an aggressive firm from 
wiping out trade union rights in Pune! 

Venkatesh Harale 

http://socialism.in/index.php/pradeep-laminators-strike-update/ 



 

 

Support Hong Kong refugees’ struggle 
March 18, 2014 3:16 pmViews: 40  

Fight against corruption at welfare contractor ISS leads to the ‘pinnacle of power’ in Hong Kong’s 
government 

Vincent Kolo, chinaworker.info 

“Who took our money? ISS! Who sponsors corruption? CY’s wife!” This was one of the chants as over 60 refugees 
marched to Government House on Thursday 13 March in the latest protest in their continuing battle against 

corrupt welfare contractor International Social Services Hong Kong (ISS-HK). The protest was organised by the 
Refugee Union, supported by members of Socialist Action (CWI in Hong Kong) and ‘Longhair’ Leung Kwok-hung, 

chairman of the League of Social Democrats (LSD). It drew attention to the fact that Regina Leung Tong Ching-
yee, wife of Hong Kong’s unelected ruler CY Leung, is a patron of ISS-HK. 

“The ISS scandal goes to the very pinnacle of power in Hong Kong – the ruling family!” said Sally Tang Mei-ching 
of Socialist Action. 

The position of the Chief Executive’s spouse is inconsistent with the notion of a fair and rigorous investigation of 
corruption at ISS. Despite its ‘NGO’ label, ISS in fact profits from a lucrative contract (HK$280m for the current 

year) with the Hong Kong government in order to operate a minimal welfare cushion for the city’s refugees – with 
support measures that fall 25 percent short of the city’s poverty line. ISS is now also the subject of a corruption 
investigation by Hong Kong’s ‘graft-busting’ Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), following a 

filing by three members of the Refugee Union. 

ICAC is accountable to the Chief Executive, a situation that immediately presents a potential conflict of interests 
as long as the Chief Executive’s wife continues her association with ISS. The protest at Government House 
demanded Mrs Leung resign as patron of ISS, and criticised her for rejecting a written request to meet with 

refugees and hear their concerns. 

“It is shameful for Mrs CY Leung to deny your request and refuse to meet you,” said ‘Longhair’ addressing the 
demonstrators. “If she thinks that she is on the right side, she should come out and speak up. If she says that she 
doesn’t know, then she should listen to you. If she thinks that there may be something wrong with ISS, then she 

should resign.” 

Sally Tang Mei-ching posed the question, “How can an investigation [into ISS] be fair or impartial when the Chief 
Executive’s wife has an official relationship with ISS?” 

The refugees’ struggle in Hong Kong has already notched up some important achievements, in exerting greater 
pressure on the authorities and raising public awareness about the inhuman treatment of refugees by one of the 

richest governments in the world – CY’s administration sits on cash reserves worth 21 months of total 
government expenditure. Hong Kong’s asylum system is “draconian” noted Tania Branigan in a recent report for 

the Guardian (UK), with refugees treated worse than prisoners! 



 

Adella of Refugee Union addresses demonstration at Government House 

Winning support 

The refugees’ campaign, which burst into the news one month ago with the simultaneous occupation of three ISS 
offices, has since moved to establish a permanent protest camp in the Wan Chai district, outside the Social 

Welfare Department. The Refugee Union has begun to organise itself and take on the task of winning over public 
opinion. For this, banners, placards, and speeches recorded in Chinese as well as English, have been necessary to 

spread the message to the majority community (97 percent of Hong Kong people speak Cantonese Chinese). 

This is beginning to yield results with well-wishers visiting the camp and offering support. The aim is to challenge 
the systemic stigmatisation of refugees by the government (portrayed in its propaganda as ‘ungrateful’, ‘fake 

asylum seekers’ and ‘a burden on taxpayers’). The next stage of the refugees’ campaign must escalate this activity 
– to reach out to broad layers of discontented Hong Kong youth, workers and others who suffer under the 

government’s anti-democratic pro-business policies, to win them to the idea of united struggle against a common 
enemy. As a first step, the Refugee Union and its supporters will not let ‘Mrs CY’ off the hook. The campaign to 

smoke her out over her association with a shadowy and arrogant contractor has just started. 

Anti-government struggle 

Greater pressure is needed especially for ‘radical’ and left-leaning political groups to end their silence and take a 
clear stand in sympathy with the refugees’ struggle. So far the honourable exceptions are Leung Kwok-hung in a 

personal capacity, alongside the members of Socialist Action, while unfortunately most anti-government political 
parties and groups – with far bigger resources – have yet to speak out. Some undoubtedly are afraid to give public 
support to the refugees’ demands believing – wrongly – that this will lose them support among their own voters. 

Even if this were true, vital principles are involved in this struggle such as democratic rights (the right of asylum, 
public accountability), corruption and government-business collusion (ISS is a poster child for the evils of 

outsourcing) the fight against discrimination and the right to work. But in reality, as the refugees’ campaign is 
beginning to show, the government’s anti-refugee propaganda has no deeper support in society than its fake 

electoral reforms or its recent neo-liberal budget and other economic policies. 

The Refugee Union has in just over one month assembled a formidable campaigning machine, which has begun 
to break the political isolation of refugees. There is still much to be done – new protests and more material to 

build active support. But if the political establishment thinks the refugee protests of recent weeks are a flash in 
the pan they are sorely mistaken. Refugee activism is now part of Hong Kong’s political landscape. 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2014/03/18/6340/ 

 

 



Thousands March in Moscow to Protest Crimea Vote 

 
 

 
Yahoo News 16 March 2014 
 
MOSCOW (AP) — Tens of thousands of anti-government protesters marched 
in central Moscow Saturday against a Kremlin-backed referendum in 
Crimea on whether to break away from Ukraine and join Russia. 
 
It was the largest anti-government demonstration since 2012. 
Demonstrators waved Russian and Ukrainian flags, while opposition 
activists — including two members of the Pussy Riot punk band — shouted 
"Say no to war!" and "Putin, go away!" from the stage. 
 
Protesters also held up banners that read: "For your freedom and for ours!" 
One demonstrator held up a plate of salo — cured pork fat that is a staple 
of Ukrainian cuisine and adored by many Russians — along with a poster 
that read: "Make salo, not war!" 
 
Nearby, a rally of several thousand was held close to the Kremlin in 
support of Russian intervention in Crimea. 
 
Crimea's referendum Sunday has been loudly condemned as illegitimate by 
much of the international community. As heavily armed forces apparently 
under Russian command have effectively taken control of the peninsula, 
the vote to join Russia has been widely criticized as a mere formality. 
 
Russian support for reclaiming Crimea majority has intensified amid weeks 
of relentless state television coverage of purported aggression toward 
ethnic Russians by the new Kiev government, which came to power after 
Ukraine's Moscow-friendly president, Viktor Yanukovych, fled the country 
in February. 
 
While President Vladimir Putin's ratings have risen since he announced 
Russia's willingness to use force in Ukraine, the anti-government 
demonstration Saturday showed that not everyone is happy with the 
decision. 
 
"I love Ukraine — it's Putin who needs war and an empire, not me," said 
Dmitry Maksimov, a 29-year-old lawyer who held a bouquet of flowers 
dyed blue and yellow, the colors of the Ukrainian flag. 
 
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, a member of Pussy Riot, called for defiance 
against the authorities. 
 



"Don't believe it when they say that we are few, that we are weak. 
Together we will change this country," she said in a speech from a stage. 
 
None of Russia's state-owned news channels showed footage from the anti-
government protest, and instead showed live video from the rally near the 
Kremlin, where large gangs of men from a group called "Essence of Time" 
dressed in uniform red jackets and marched to the sound of Soviet-era 
military music in disciplined columns. 
news.yahoo.com 

 

50 000 in anti-war demo 
Saturday 15 March 2014, by Ilya Boudraïtskis  

Today around 50 000 took part in the "March for Peace" in the centre of Moscow.  

 

It was the biggest mobilisation for a long period – the last year, at least. The demo was 
organized by the liberal opposition such Alexei Navalny’s Progress Party. A lot of young and 
middle-aged people with Ukranian and Russian flags and peace posters marched through the 
Moscow boulevards for 3 hours. At the end in the rally there was a speaker from Ukrainian 
Maidan, who came to Moscow specially, Nadya Tolokonnikova from Pussy Riot and some of 
the prominent musicians and journalists. 

There was a visible sector of the far left on the demo – Russian Socialist Movement, the CWI 
group, anarchists, LGBT contingent and some others. 

At the same time there were two demonstrations "for a Russian Crimea", organized by some 
far-right and Orthodox fundamentalist groups. The total number of participants – around 
5000. 



There were also some anti-war actions in St.Peterburg, Ekaterinburg (with the mayor of the 
city, who supported it and spoke there), Nizny Novgorod and some other cities. 

It all shows the clear opposition from some politically active parts of the Russian society to 
Putin’s policy in Ukraine. 

Moscow 

15 March 2014 

 

*** 

Thousands March in Moscow to Protest Crimea Vote 

By LAURA MILLS Associated Press     Mar 15, 2014, 11:08 AM 

 

Tens of thousands of anti-government protesters marched in central Moscow Saturday against a 

Kremlin-backed referendum in Crimea on whether to break away from Ukraine and join Russia. 

 

It was the largest anti-government demonstration since 2012. Demonstrators waved Russian and 

Ukrainian flags, while opposition activists — including two members of the Pussy Riot punk band — 

shouted "Say no to war!" and "Putin, go away!" from the stage. 

 

Protesters also held up banners that read: "For your freedom and for ours!" One demonstrator held 

up a plate of salo — cured pork fat that is a staple of Ukrainian cuisine and adored by many Russians 

— along with a poster that read: "Make salo, not war!" 

 

Nearby, a rally of several thousand was held close to the Kremlin in support of Russian intervention 

in Crimea. 

 

Crimea's referendum Sunday has been loudly condemned as illegitimate by much of the 

international community. As heavily armed forces apparently under Russian command have 

effectively taken control of the peninsula, the vote to join Russia has been widely criticized as a mere 

formality. 

 

Russian support for reclaiming Crimea majority has intensified amid weeks of relentless state 

television coverage of purported aggression toward ethnic Russians by the new Kiev government, 

which came to power after Ukraine's Moscow-friendly president, Viktor Yanukovych, fled the 

country in February. 

 

While President Vladimir Putin's ratings have risen since he announced Russia's willingness to use 

force in Ukraine, the anti-government demonstration Saturday showed that not everyone is happy 

with the decision. 

 

"I love Ukraine — it's Putin who needs war and an empire, not me," said Dmitry Maksimov, a 29-

year-old lawyer who held a bouquet of flowers dyed blue and yellow, the colors of the Ukrainian 

flag. 

 

Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, a member of Pussy Riot, called for defiance against the authorities. 

 



"Don't believe it when they say that we are few, that we are weak. Together we will change this 

country," she said in a speech from a stage. 

 

None of Russia's state-owned news channels showed footage from the anti-government protest, and 

instead showed live video from the rally near the Kremlin, where large gangs of men from a group 

called "Essence of Time" dressed in uniform red jackets and marched to the sound of Soviet-era 

military music in disciplined columns. 

 

*** 

 

 

Russia Bans Several Websites Critical of 
Gov't 
MOSCOW March 13, 2014 (AP) 

 

Russia on Thursday banned several websites notable for their criticism of the government and 
a blog run by prominent opposition leader Alexei Navalny as the Kremlin intensified its 
crackdown on independent media amid tensions over Ukraine. 

The government communications watchdog, Roskomnadzor, said Grani.ru, Kasparov.ru and 
Yezhednevny Zhurnal (Daily Journal) have carried incitements to unlawful behavior and 
participation in unauthorized mass gatherings. It said the ban was requested by the Prosecutor 
General's Office and Internet providers are now under instructions to implement the block. 

Kasparov.ru was run by opposition figure and former chess champion Garry Kasparov. Along 
with two other websites, it carried scathing criticism of President Vladimir Putin's 
government, including its action in Ukraine, where Russian troops have taken control of the 
Crimean peninsula. On Sunday, Crimea is set to hold a referendum on joining Russia, which 
has been rejected by Ukraine and the West as illegitimate. 

Navalny's blog also was banned Thursday over the alleged violation of the terms of the two-
month house arrest that he is currently serving. 

The action against independent websites came a day after the owner of Lenta.ru, a leading 
online news outlet, fired its editor over coverage of Ukraine. 

*** 

 

Friday, 14 March 2014 

Worlds in movement… 



Anarchists organising demonstration ‘Against the war 

in Ukraine’ in Petrozavodsk, Russia, kidnapped and 

seriously injured  

 Thanks for this news, Antti. 

 JS 

fwd 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

 

From: Antti <putin187@riseup.net> 

Subject: [globalaction] Anarchists from Petrozavodsk, Russia were 
kidnapped and seriously injured by unknown people in masks. 

Date: March 14, 2014 4:56:28 PM GMT+05:30 

Reply-To: Antti <putin187@riseup.net> 

 

Anarchists, organizers of demonstration "Against the war in Ukraine" in 

Petrozavodsk, Russia were kidnapped and seriously injured by unknown 

people in masks. 

 

On 9th of March, along with the traditional Food Not Bombs action, 

demonstration "Against the war in Ukraine" supposed to happen in 

Petrozavodsk, for a peaceful solution of tense situation there and 

prevention of bloodshed continuation. 

 

On 8th of March evening, two organizers of the demo and one of their 

friend were attacked. Two cars arrived and a dozen strong men in masks 

immediately went to a fight. They were screaming "You f*cking want to 

give away our Crimea to Bandera people?", "You will learn how to 

demonstrate, ***" and so on. After a quick but technical execution 

attackers got straight back into cars and drove away. 

 

The next morning, half an our before the demo, while leaving the house 

after cooking for Food Not Bombs four participants of the action and the 

demo  were again attacked by unidentified masked men, beaten again and 

pushed into two cars and driven away. As it became known later they were 

taken to a forest, 40-45 km from the city. On the way they were told by 

attackers that they are going to dig their graves, all the way they were 

being beaten and abused. After arrival victims were taken out from the 



car one by one in different places(each one was followed by 3-4 masked 

people and after this car drove some distance), again beaten up and 

abused. Police batons and wrapped in polyethylene chains were used. 

Attackers were threatening to cripple or kill. 

 

Meanwhile, some unknown people came to the demo with provocative signs, 

irrelevant to the demonstration topic, made a photo and fled away, so 

the breakdown of the demo was clearly planned. Participants of the 

event, as well as other social activists, have very reason to fear for 

the safety of themselves and their loved ones. 

 

Please share this information 

http://avtonom.org/en/news/anarchists-petrozavodsk-russia-were-kidnapped-and-seriously-

injured-unknown-people-masks______________________________ 
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IBM strike reflects worker power in China 

 
 Pretoria News 9 March 2014  
 
A wildcat strike at an IBM factory in southern China illustrates how 
tectonic shifts under way in the country's labour market are emboldening 



workers to take matters into their own hands, raising risks for 
multinationals. 
 
More than 1 000 workers walked off the job last week at the factory in 
Shenzhen, bordering Hong Kong, after managers last Monday announced 
the terms of their transfer to new ownership under Chinese PC maker 
Lenovo Group. 
 
Lenovo agreed in January to pay $2.3 billion (R25bn) for IBM's low-end 
server business. 
 
The strike, which continued yesterday, fits a pattern of growing industrial 
activism as China's economy has slowed. A worsening labour shortage has 
shifted the balance of power in labour relations, while smartphones and 
social media have helped workers organise and made them more aware of 
the changing environment. 
 
"Chinese workers, after being exploited for so long, are now more and 
more aware of their rights and united. They have more of an idea of 
collective action," labour lawyer Duan Yi said. 
 
A report by the advocacy group China Labour Bulletin last month said that 
it had tallied 1 171 strikes and protests from the beginning of June 2011 to 
the end of December 2013. Many protests during that time were sparked 
by the closure, merger or relocation of factories.  
www.tmcnet.com 

 

 


